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From:  Commanding Officer, National Maritime Center
To:      Distribution

Subj:   GUIDANCE FOR ENDORSEMENTS OF U.S. LICENSES AND STCW FORMS
 WITH DUAL TONNAGE

Ref:  (a)  Federal Register Vol. 62, No 123 / Thursday, June 26, 1997, page 34511

1.  This policy letter provides guidance to the Regional Exam Centers (RECs) for issuance of
licenses and the forms required by the International Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW).  This guidance
addresses endorsements for both the domestic and the equivalent international tonnage.

2.  Reference (a) provides an informative explanation on how the domestic and international
tonnage apply to STCW.  The two measurement systems are:

 
a.  Gross Register Tons (GRT) (domestic tonnage); the traditional system used in the United

States regulatory measurement system; and,
 

b.  International Tonnage Convention (ITC tonnage); the measurement system established by
the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969.

3.  Mariners holding licenses limited to 200 GRT are automatically eligible for a license limited
 to 500 ITC tons.  Mariners holding licenses limited to 1,600 GRT are automatically eligible
 for a license limited to 3,000 ITC tons.  The tonnage will be entered on the license in both the
 GRT and ITC tonnage.  Currently, the 500 GRT license does not have a corresponding ITC
 tonnage equivalency, nor does any other license having a limited tonnage threshold.

 
4.   Existing licenses shall be modified at the mariner’s request, as appropriate.  RECs shall

 endorse mariners’ licenses and STCW forms to reflect both tonnage equivalencies.  An
 issuance fee for the endorsement is required.  Newly issued licenses or endorsements and
 STCW forms shall indicate the dual tonnage.

Samples for wording of deck and engine licenses are provided below:
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MASTER OF STEAM OR MOTOR VESSELS OF NOT MORE THAN 200 GROSS
REGISTER TONS (DOMESTIC TONNAGE), 500 GROSS TONS (ITC TONNAGE)
UPON NEAR COASTAL WATERS.

MASTER OF OCEAN MOTOR VESSELS OF NOT MORE THAN 200 GROSS
REGISTER TONS (DOMESTIC TONNAGE), 500 GROSS TONS (ITC TONNAGE),
(RESTRICTED TO UNINSPECTED TOWING VESSELS); ALSO, OPERATOR OF
UNINSPECTED TOWING VESSELS UPON GREAT LAKES AND INLAND
WATERS.

MASTER OF STEAM OR MOTOR VESSELS OF NOT MORE THAN 1600 GROSS
REGISTER TONS (DOMESTIC TONNAGE), 3,000 GROSS TONS (ITC TONNAGE)
UPON NEAR COASTAL WATERS; RADAR OBSERVER (UNLIMITED) EXPIRES
OCTOBER 2003.

CHIEF ENGINEER (LIMITED-OCEANS) OF STEAM AND MOTOR VESSELS OF
ANY HORSEPOWER, LIMITED TO VESSELS OF NOT MORE THAN 1600
GROSS REGISTER TONS (DOMESTIC TONNAGE), 3,000 GROSS TONS (ITC
TONNAGE) WHEN OPERATING BEYOND THE BOUNDRY LINE; THIRD
ASSISTANT ENGINEER OF STEAM AND MOTOR VESSELS OF ANY
HORSEPOWER.

ASSISTANT ENGINEER (LIMITED-OCEANS) OF MOTOR VESSELS OF NOT
MORE THAN 4,000 HORSEPOWER, LIMITED TO VESSELS OF NOT MORE
THAN 1600 GROSS REGISTER TONS (DOMESTIC TONNAGE), 3,000 GROSS
TONS (ITC TONNAGE) WHEN OPERATING BEYOND THE BOUNDRY LINE.

 
5.  This policy will be incorporated in future changes to the Marine Safety Manual.

W. C. BENNETT
By direction

 Dist: All District Commanders (m)
Commandant (G-MSO)
All COs, MSOs
All Activity Commander
All RECs
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